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RING OF STEEL 
A multi-part conspiracy thriller set in the City of London  

By Jon Hayes 
 

THE SET-UP 
  

Modern Britain is a nation in crisis - vanishing civil liberties, crumbling institutions, citizens rioting in the streets for the latest 
smartphone, and a government trembling under the shadow of the banks. For over a thousand years money, power and 
the corruption they bring, have flowed into, through and out of, the Square Mile turning it and London into the world’s 
undisputed financial centre. It is the beating heart of the British economy and those who control it, the political bosses of 
the City of London, are the true rulers of this nation; governments come and go, but the City abides.  
The City is Britain and it must be protected.  
 
Every terrorist group, extremist, anti-fascist and crazed anarchist bent on disrupting the flow of money targets the City; 
bombings, hacking, protests, revenge killings, money laundering and a thousand other threats are levelled against the 
Square Mile every day and protecting it is the sole responsibility of the Counter Terrorism and Public Order Office (CTPO).  
 
Their motto - ‘STRONG WITHIN, STRONG WITHOUT’  
 
Two hundred years’ experience dealing with terrorism, coupled with the unlimited resources the City offers and the political 
protection of powerful men who view any crime against the City as an act of sedition, has turned the small, specialist unit 
into the best civilian trained counter terrorism force in the world. The CTPO sits at the heart of an unrivalled CCTV web that 
constantly monitors and tracks the millions of workers and tourists who flood the City every day, whilst thousands of private 
security personnel employed by the banks, trading houses and financial behemoths constantly watch the narrow streets in 
an uneasy alliance. Behind them a barely glimpsed network of concrete chicanes, armed guard posts and roving CTPO patrols 
form a barrier that can be slammed shut at the slightest threat, sealing the centre of London in minutes and turning the 
Square Mile into an armed fortress, and a virtual police state.  
 
This is known as THE RING OF STEEL … and it’s failing.  
 

FORMAT  
 

RING OF STEEL follows a single investigation, that of the shooting of Nigerian student and suspected Islamic extremist 
Kenneth Adewomba, using it as a way to explore who really controls the City of London and by extension Great Britain, 
through the eyes of newly recruited Counter Terrorism expert DCI NIKIRIKU ‘NIKI’ JOHNSON. The journey forces Niki to 
confront her own fractured sense of identity and estrangement from her own Nigerian roots as Adewomba’s death is slowly 
revealed to be part of a terrifying larger conspiracy. The audience will discover, along with Niki, an ancient world of power, 
tradition and privilege that forces her to re-assess her sense of what it means to be British.  
 
The focus will be Niki’s complex relationship with two very different men; City Remembrancer SIR HENRY BULLINGTON a 
member of the 700 year old Livery Company, the Fishmonger’s Company, lobbyist to parliament on behalf of the city and a 
true product of the establishment, and RILEY TURNER the notorious cancer riddled former IRA intelligence chief for London 
who now sells intelligence to the highest bidder. The conspiracy she uncovers involves a radical application of new data 
analytics algorithms, combined with a new form of artificial intelligence that, together, allow the precise pinpointing of 
internet users most susceptible to radicalisation.  
 
Niki’s realises, to her horror, that someone has built an app that ‘makes’ terrorists, and that somewhere in the UK a live test 
is running, a cell is steadily developing, and the clock is ticking … 
 

GENRE AND AUDIENCE APPEAL 
  

RING OF STEEL is a conspiracy thriller that explores modern Britain through a twist on the exciting, accessible and incredibly 
popular ‘police procedural’ thriller genre. As Johnson delves deeper into the shadowy motivations of those behind the 
murder, the moral and ethical questions she will face provide an exciting and dramatic forum in which to explore complex 
issues such as ‘Big Data’ and the erosion of civil liberties, the surveillance state, and the limits – and legitimacy – of the war 
on terror. Running beneath it all is her struggle to understand what it truly means to be British today.  
 
Who really runs Britain and what happens if they decide the War on Terror is good for business? 

https://www.strangeradio.co.uk/

